Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.060; wR factor = 0.169; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.7.
Related literature
For the hydrazone compounds reported by one of the authors recently and background refereences, see: Liu (2010a,b) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Liu, 2010a,b) . As a further study on these compounds, in the present work, the title new hydrazone compound, (I), which crystallised as a methanol solvate, is reported.
In the title compound (Fig. 1) , the methanol molecule is linked to the hydrazone molecule through O-H···O and O-H···N hydrogen bonds ( Table 1 ). The hydrazone molecule exists in a trans geometry with respect to the methylidene unit. The dihedral angle between the two substituted benzene rings is 42.6 (2)°. In the crystal structure, the hydrazone and the methanol molecules are linked through N-H···O and O-H···O, hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , to form chains along the a axis (Fig. 2) . 
Refinement
The amino hydrogen atom was located in an electronic density map and refined isotropically, with the N-H distance restrained to 0.90 (1)Å. Other hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å, and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (O and methyl C). 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds 
